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and discipline, Prussianism means being hard to oneself
and others, but chiefly to oneself* Prussianism means happi-
ness in work and satisfaction in service. Prussianism means
'living and dying in harness*/*

His words brought me back memories of a young officer
who had been in hospital with me. He was a lively fellow.
Whenever he had been up to some trick, he invariably
covered it by feigning excessive pressure o^ work* "Always in
harness** was his stereotyped excuse.

Was Blomberg really as enthusiastic a supporter of Hitler.
as he pretended to be? Perhaps he was only one of the many
Talleyrands who were ready to overthrow the Fiihrer the
moment the time was ripe. He made a strange statement to
us. It gave me something of a jolt. I have quoted it else-
where, I can remember the tone in which he voiced it:

"It was a point of honour with the Prussian officer to
be correct; it is the duty of the German officer to be crafty.**

This craftiness, practised in dealings with the countries
which desired to keep Germany down and prevent her from
rearming, was to be the guiding principle of every step
taken in Germany.

We reverted to a discussion of rearmament and our own
affairs. An officer had come in with an urgent paper.
Blomberg had to give his decision in some armament
matter, "This armament,'* he said a little theatrically,
turning half to us and half to the officer, "this armament is
a painful compromise between the necessary and the attain-
able.**

I remembered these words later when we asked one
another how it was possible for the armed forces to take
the oath to Hitler after Hindenburg's death. The trick by
which Hitler contrived to win over to his side all rival
cliques in the services was his habit of granting in full, or even
in more than full measure, every request in the matter of
rearmament.

**We cannot satisfy all demands, even wheix we consider
them absolutely justified/* continued Blomberg*   He then,
revetted to our own topic of discussion.   "We^are pas$ifcg
tibrough a danger zone, and we must avoid everything that
might complicate our difficult situatkm*   At ^this stage! we